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MATTHEW 3:1-6 (NLT)
In those days John the Baptist came to the 
Judean wilderness and began preaching. 
His message was, “Repent of your sins    
and turn to God, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is near.”

The prophet Isaiah was speaking about 
John when he said, “He is a voice shouting 
in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’”

John’s clothes were woven from coarse 
camel hair, and he wore a leather belt 
around his waist. For food he ate locusts 
and wild honey. People from Jerusalem 
and from all of Judea and all over the 
Jordan Valley went out to see and hear 
John. And when they confessed their sins, 
he baptized them in the Jordan River.

Now, may the Lord himself, the Lord   
of peace, pour into you his peace in    

every circumstance and in every 
possible way. The Lord’s                

tangible presence be                                 
with you all.

ADDITIONAL PASSAGES:

2 CORINTHIANS 7:10; LUKE 15:7; 1 JOHN 1:9

BOTTOM LINE:

KEY PASSAGE:

2 THESSALONIANS 3:16 (TPT)

THEME VERSE

You ____________ ______         

what you ________ ______ .

Preparing for THIS Christmas:

Turn A________ .

Turn T___________ .

A_____________ .
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Check out our weekly 
LivingItOut.tv Bible study 
for more great questions.

ICEBREAKER: Are you an early Christmas shopper or                  
do you wait until the last minute?

Read Matthew 3:1-3. What did John the Baptist instruct          
the crowds to do in preparation for Jesus’ coming?

Which of the following pitfalls are you most likely                           
to engage in: destructive behavior,                                           

unhealthy expectations, empty distractions,             
unproductive negativity, self-pity, or lifeless words?

How will you prepare your heart for Jesus this Christmas? 
Have you made room for him? What needs to go?

DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS

(Gather with some 
friends, family, or your 

Group and use the 
following questions, 

along with the 
message notes, to 

connect, learn, and 
take your next step.)


